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All knowing, all unknown, and yet well known! 
Near, though remote! and though unfathom’d, felt ! 
And though invifible, for ever feen! 

Nicut THoucuts. 








T has been a conftant practice with Authors who have publifhed Pe- 
riodical Lucubrations, to follow the manner of their predeceflors. The 
Tatler and The Spectator have been clofely imitated by a multitude of 
writers, who had not the courage to open themfelves new roads to fame; 
and the weaknefs of human nature fufficiently accounts for fuch timi- 
dity. But the originality of my perfon, my fuperior knowledge, and my 
being the firft Spirit that ever declared himfelf an Author, muft evince 
to the Public how incompatible my nature is with the grovelling fpirit of 
‘Amitation. My originality gives me the right to invent, as well as to conduét 
thefe Eflays in my own way, without regard to any precedent of mortals. 
When genius even in men fuffers not the fhackles of fervile imitation, 
what muft it be in a being fo fuperior in its nature? But I guefs the im- 
patience of my reader to know wholam. Such laudable curiofity ought 
not to be checked; and therefore, without any farther introduction, I 
proceed to fatisfy him on that head. 


I am a departed Spirit. During my abode on earth, I made the vices 
of mankind my chief ftudy; but the hand of Death fnatched me from the 
world, at the very moment when I was preparing to relieve its diftreffes. 
I am the ghoft of a perfon whofe fame is {pread wide over the earth, not 
only for fplendid a€tions, but alfo for thofe which, though lefs noticed, are 
perhaps more ufeful and meritorious. The name, however, of the great 
and good man whofe body I inhabited, I fhall never mention. The 
carnal ideas of men may lead them to think, that I fill partake of the 
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frailties of human nature. Men are the children of delufion, and a name 
turns their underftandings. The bare mention of the appellation heresic, for 
example, is fufficient to freeze the blood in a Catholic’s veins; and the 
fpirit of a man once fo celebrated, who combated prejudice fo ftrongly, 
would infallibly have for its enemies, thofe of the carcafe which it anima- 
ted. His faults, they would fay, belonged to his mind, and it is the fpirit 
that comes before us. I regret that the weaknefs of human reafon does 
not permit them to underftand what I might fay upon the fubject ; but 
let me affure the world, that a fpirit, when divefted of the body, altogether 
changes its nature, and poffeffes none of its former vices.’ It is true, that 
many of the actions of ghofts would be called malevolent by man ; but as 
the defign only conftitutes evil, it muft appear evident, that ghofts having 
no human paflion, may torment mankind, but without the flighteft evil 
intention, or any other felfifh view. David Hume, who is now one of 
us, is fenfible of the harm he has done to mankind; and what grieves him 
more, is, to think that the damage is irrecoverable: for altho’ he be now ~ 
an active ghoft, yet he acknowledges, that all the arguments adduced by 
men in favour of thefe beings, confpire to prove their nonentity, in the 
eyes of the philofopher. I hope, however, to throw fome light upon 
this fubjet, as we advance farther with this Work. 


My refidence now is in thofe fairy regions, fo famed, and fo little known 
to men. In /piritual /pace, we move and exift, not on earth, but not out of 
it. Our numbers are infinite, yet, what will appear furprifing to men, there 
is no number among us. We can eafily aflume any number of corporeal 
fhapes, and appear perfectly diftin®@ to the fenfes of man; while no 
ghoft would call us but one perfon: numbers, in fact, are not in ufe 
among ghofts. The ghofts of all perfons that have ever exifted are among 
us; we receive daily comers, and live very pleafantly. Freed from the 
thackles of corporeal frailty, we are all enlightened and good friends. I 
have known the greateft rogues while alive, turn in half a day, by means 
of our example, inftruction, and neceflity, as excellent ghofts as any we 
had before. Of thefe phenomena, and the means by which the change 
is operated, I fhall fay fomething more in future Numbers. We neither 
have a conftitution nor laws: we need them not; no inducement could 
make a ghoft mifbehave ; and had he any, he could never hurt the reft, 


fuch harmony prevails among the whole. 


Our occupations are various, fince different ghofts have different turns 


of mind. The learned ghoft frequents academies, the gallant affem- 
blies, 
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blies, the knave courts of law, and the critic bookfellers thops and 
theatres. Every one, in fhort, amufes himfelf in his own way. 


Wuart I have to regret, however, is the difcord which exifts between 
many of us and men. As we can do evil without remorfe, it happens 
that the ghofts of perfons who were very ill treated while alive, revenge 
themfelves now; but, it is to be obferved, that although I fay thefe ghofis 
are revengeful, it is not to be underftood that this paflion exifts between 
us; it is only towards men ; and even then it partakes not of the malevo- 
lence of human revenge. It is rather a fort of juftice, and deferved pu- 
nifhment inflicted on men, for many of the crimes of human nature, that 
rendered the lives of thefe ghofts difagreeable. 


FROM time immemorial, thefe malevolent {pirits, if I may ufe the ex- 
preflion, have kept mankind in conftant delufion, lighted up the torch of 
war and fuperftition, thrown the world into difmay and confufion by the 
miracles and prodigies they exhibited, invented witchcraft, &c. In later 
times, fince the invention of printing, they have been no lefs officious in 
propagating pernicious dotrines ; they have been the authors of a mul- 
titude of anonymous works, and in many cafes they have perfonated par- 
ticular mortals, and fent books into the world in their narae; and thus 
have men often been praifed or blamed for writings they never read. 


Bur, on the other hand, the ghofts of thofe who, like myfelf, led a 
pleafant life, have been indefatigable in propagating good doétrine, in 
counteracting the evil genii, and promoting knowledge, virtue, and mo- 
rality. They were the inventors of the art of printing, and of the prin- 
cipal improvements in all branches of human knowledge. _ It is for this 
reafon that every invention has produced both good and evil, and that 
evil has often produced good, and the reverfe ; for we have both been 
very officious. For a long time the malevolent ghofts got the better of 
us; but [ have the pleafure to announce, that of late their power has 


been more and more curtailed, and many ill-difpofed ghefts begin to be 


fatisfied with what they have done. 


AFTER what I have faid of the nature and purfuits of the philanthropic 
ghofts, the reader will eafily fee the defign of this Paper. My intention 
is to publifh two Numbers weekly, to continue the progrefs of know- 
ledge, to attack error, whether in manners, {cience, or any other branch 
of human knowledge ; fo that the empire of the evil genii may be far- 


ther retrenched. 
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Ir the Public confider the advantages I poffefs above all Authors of 
Periodical Papers, they will be convinced, that this mutt be a production 
of great utility. We have all the accumulated knowledge of ages, far 
more enlightened than the prefent. Hiftorians, critics, philofophers, 
all claffes of ghofts, are among us; a few of the moft fagacious have 
conftituted themfelves into a fociety, to furnifh matter for my publica- 
tion; and I flatter myfelf, that the Academy of Phantoms will not yield 
to any in point of ufeful knowledge. Different ghofts will take different 
departments of criticifm, and many will be employed in colle@ing intel- 
ligence of the cuftoms and manners of different parts of the world, but 
of this country in particular. Our knowledge of all branches of learning 
will enable us to felect the moft ufeful matter for the public eye. 


SINCE we write for men, we muft {peak “ after the manner of man ;” 
and if fometimes I fhould appear ignorant of what it is evident to my 
reader I muft know, let it be remembered, that I do fo to accommodate 
myfelf to the finite underftanding of mortals, as it is mankind I mean 
to amufe and inftruct ; but, once for all, I declare, that I am not one of 
the ghofts that has heretofore amufed, or will amufe, old women of ei- 


ther fex. 


To promote inquiry, I will condefcend to receive Communications 
from human beings, referving to myfelf the liberty of altering them, or 


refufing altogether fuch as are not adapted to thefe Eflays. I repeat, that 


it fhall be my ftudy to pleafe and enlighten mankind ; but if, notwith- 
ftanding all my endeavours for that purpofe, they do not pay due regard 
to my Publication, I muft grve up THE Guosr. 
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